Described as a "pure chamber musician" (Globe and Mail) creating "moments of pure magic"
(Toronto Star), Canadian cellist Rachel Mercer has demonstrated her love for sharing music
through performance since she was three years old. Winner of the 2009 Canada Council Musical
Instrument Bank Competition, Rachel was awarded the use of the 1696 Bonjour Stradivarius
cello, until August 2012. As the grand prize winner of the 2001 Vriendenkrans Competition in
Amsterdam, Rachel made her European debut in the Concertgebouw and has appeared as a
soloist across Canada, in Europe, the United States, Balkans and Israel. A member of the award-
winning Aviv String Quartet from 2002-2010, Rachel toured regularly on five continents. Currently
based in Toronto, Rachel is cellist of Ensemble Made In Canada, Via Salzburg, the Mercer-Park
Duo, and is Artistic Director of the "5 at the First" chamber series in Hamilton. Rachel has given
masterclasses at schools, conservatories and universities across North America, South Africa and
in Israel. Rachel can be heard on the Naxos, Dalia Classics and EnT-T record labels.
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